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ful and had no need of food. They could jump about the sheer
cliffs like monkeys or could fly from tree to tree without ever
falling.
"The nun gave me a pill and also a sword, which she told me to
carry with me always. It was about two feet long and so sharp that
you could cut a hair by blowing it against the blade. From the two
girls I learned to climb the rocks and trees and soon my body grew
as light as the breeze. After a year I was able to kill monkeys and
tigers and leopards with little effort; after three years I could
throw my sword and strike down eagles and hawks without faiL
The sword had gradually shrunk to about five inches, and it
flashed through the air so fast that the birds never knew what had
struck them.
"In the fourth year of my stay, the nun left the two girls in
charge of the cave and took me to a strange city. There in the
market place she pointed out a man to me and enumerated all his
crimes. Then she gave me a small dagger and said to me, *Go and
strike off his head. Have no fear, for it is no more difficult a feat
than bringing down a bird on the wing!' And so in broad daylight
I struck down the man's head without any one's seeing me. I put
the head in a bag and returned with the nun to our lodgings,
where she sprinkled some medicine on the head and caused it to
turn into water.
"The next year she told me about a certain great official who
had harmed many innocent people and commanded me to go to
him in his own room and bring back his head. I went with my
dagger and crawled through the crack in the door into his room.
I hid myself in the rafters and returned that evening with his head.
The nun was angry, saying, 'Why has it taken you so long?* I
answered, *He was playing with a child and I did not have the
heart to kill him until afterwards.' 'When you find yourself in a
similar situation again,* the nun commanded, 'take the child away
and then execute the man.' I apologized and promised to abide by
her command.
"Then the nun said to me, 1 shall cut open the back part of